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Letters From Readers 


Today in clearing some things which 
had been on my desk I came across the 
folder announcing the 100th anniver- 
sary of THE SunpAy ScHOOL TIMES and 
I find myself not sure whether we got 
off a letter to you expressing our own 
joy over God’s blessing upon the maga- 
zine and you dear friends over these 
years. 

In any event I want you to know, 
dear brother, that THe Sunpay ScHooL 
Trmes has a very warm place in our 
hearts both because of its unwavering 
testimony through all these years, and 
because of our close friendship and 
love of Dr. Trumbull, and for our happy 
fellowship with you and the other mem- 
bers of the staff. 

You are now well into your new year, 
and we pray that it may prove to be 
the most fruitful year of all, and that 
those of you who carry the load may 
experience new strength and wisdom 
for your task—Charles E. Fuller, di- 
rector, Old Fashioned Revival Hour. 








May I. express to you our grateful- 
ness for the copies of the Centenary 
issue of THe Sunpay ScuHoo. Tres 
which you graciously supplied our fac- 
ulty and staff. It was a very nice thing 
for the Times to do and we do ap- 
preciate it. 

We also want to express to you our 
congratulations on having completed 
one hundred years of publication and 
we pray that the Lord will continue 
to prosper your ministry for as many 
years as may remain until He comes. 

We are thankful, too, for the close 
associations which our two organiza- 
tions have enjoyed for many years— 
Charles C. Ryrie, president, Philadel- 
phia College of Bible. 





I had wanted to express my appre- 
ciation for the S. S. Tmuves on this an- 
niversary year. I am late in doing so. 

The Times is a never-ending source 
of information and blessing. I would 
give up all other periodicals before it. 
I have used the S. S. lesson helps for 
many years in teaching and find them 
invaluable. 

May the Lord continue to bless your 
work.—Mrs. H. R. Weathers, Fuquay 
Springs, N.C. 


ve 


Worshiping Jesus 
(Continued from page 548) 


shipped him: but some doubted” (Matt. 
28:17). Let us be among those who 
worship Him—not among the doubters. 
If you do doubt, why not fall at His 
feet as Thomas did and cry, “My Lord 
and my God”? (John 20:28.) Christ 


always hears the prayer of faith. And 
when you see Him in all His glory you 
will know why John fell prostrate at 
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the feet of Him who is “the first and the 
last” (Rev. 1:17)—the ETERNAL ONE. 





Copies of this article in pamphlet form 
may be had at 5 cents a copy, 25 cents 
for 10, $1.25 for 100, postpaid, from the 
author, Mrs. Bruce Jackson, New Hyde 
Park Baptist Church, 635 New Hyde 
Park Rd., New Hyde Park, L. I, N. Y. 


ve 


A Reprint of 
Editorials on Chastening 


HE two articles on “God’s Purposes 

in Chastening,” by the Rev. W. A. 
Haggai, pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Church, Binghamton, N. Y., which were 
published in the Trwes last February, 
have been reprinted in a 16-page pam- 
phlet. Mr. Haggai showed that there 
are three kinds of chastening: restora- 
tive, preventive, and vicarious. 

The pamphlet is issued by the Bible 
Lighthouse Press, whose primary busi- 
ness is the publication of 16-page pam- 
phiets of Bible teaching, produced 
economically so that Christian people 
may read and distribute them. Copies 
of this very helpful pamphlet on chas- 
tening may be had at 10 cents each or 
twelve for $1, postpaid, from the Bible 
Lighthouse Press, 201 N. Keystone Ave., 
Sayre, Pa. 


we 
Congress on Gospel 


Communications 

66 IGHT and sound... twin avenues 

to the heart” will be the theme 
for the Latin American Congress on Gos- 
pel Communications to be held in Cali, 
Colombia, September 13-18. Jointly 
Sponsored by Evangelical Literature for 
Latin America (LEAL) and the Pan- 
American Christian Network, the coming 
congress is expected to draw evangel- 
ical leaders from North, Central, and 
South America and the Caribbean is- 
lands to confer together on the practical 
aspects of communicating the Gospel 
by means of radio, TV, and the printed 
page. 

Dr. Walter Montano, Bolivian Consul 
in Los Angeles and editor of the Chris- 
tian Heritage magazine (formerly Con- 
verted Catholic) will open the congress 
with the keynote address on 
municating Through Sight and Sound.” 

The specific objectives of the con- 
gress are: (1) To foment the use of 
modern media of communication in the 
fulfillment of the great commission. (2) 
To interchange ideas, techniques, ex- 
periments, and results in these several 
fields of communication. (3) To pro- 
vide professional-level counseling in 
areas of management, public relations, 
promotion, efficiency, and _ technical 
know-how. (4) To make possible the 
business sessions of the two sponsoring 
organizations. 

’ The facilities of the Colegio Ameri- 
cano will be used as headquarters for 
the congress, providing ample room for 
housing the convention, exhibits, and 
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various business sessions. Participating 
in the planning and preparations for 
the congress are personnel from the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, Con- 
servative Baptists, Latin America Mis- 
sion, The Evangelical Alliance Mission, 
The Navigators, Presbyterians, Radio 
Station HCJB, The Evangelical Union 
of South America, The Central Ameri- 
can Mission, and the Plymouth Breth- 
ren. 

The co-ordinator for the congress is 
Robert Searing, Apartado Aereo 151], 
Cali, Colombia. 
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“The Atoning Blood of Christ” 


WO editorials published in the May 
TT: and 9 issues of The Sunday School 
Times on the theme, “The Atoning 
Blood of Christ,” by Dr. Arthur Petrie, 
have now been made available in book- 
let form. Copies may be had from Dr. 
Arthur Petrie, 5400 Keystone Place, 


Seattle 3, «t two for twenty-five cents. 














The Sunday School Times, 325 North {3th Street, Phila- 
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Lesson for August 2 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—The Testing of Faith. 
Job 1; 19; 28; 38; 42. 





Letters From Readers 546 
A Reprint of Editorials on Chastening _....... 546 
Congress on Gospel Communications _...... 546 
“The Atoning Blood of Christ” 546 
Notes on Open Letters: 

No Criticism of Oswald Chambers ........ 548 
A Century of Protestant Missionary Work 

in Japan. II. By Eric W. Gosden... 549 
Longing for Past or Future Blessings. 

XI. By Charles G. Trumbull _......... 550 
“Following Through’ With Visitors and 

Absentees. By Leslie E. Dunkin _...... 551 
International Uniform Lesson ................ 552-558 
C.E. Topic—Jesus’ Abiding Joy. 

) oe A ee eee 558 
For Family Worship. 

By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. ........ 559 


bd 


The Comforter Speaks 
By Grace Robinson 


HEREFORE feelest thou forsaken? 
Why by foolish fears o’ertaken? 
Comfortless I will not leave thee, 
So whatever woes may grieve thee, 
Thou art not alone. 


Fearest thou to lose thy way 
Walking lonely day by day? 
Tremblest at the dark’ning night? 
I will surely give thee light, 

I will be thy guide. 


Is the world thy soul ensnaring? 

Are the Tempter’s wiles most daring? 

Then will J in love reprove thee, 

And all hell shall not remove 
From my watchful care. 


thee 


Since thy Father knows thy needs, 
And thy Saviour for thee pleads, 
Iam ever at thy side, 
Constantly with thee abide; 

I will bring thee Home. 


w 


The Pressure of Time 


“This feeling of being oppréssed by 
time is one of the most unhappy things 
modern civilization has created.” The 
Speaker was a Japanese exchange stu- 
dent at a university in the eastern 
United States. Only a few months re- 
moved from the slower pace of the 
Orient, this young man was especially 
Struck by the fast tempo of American 
life. But is it just imagination on our 
part, those of us who have lived here 
all our lives, or is the oppression of 
time constantly increasing? Do we not 
feel that pressure? Doubtless the speed 
of modern transportation is a consider- 
able factor, together with the imme- 
diacy of news received from earth’s 






“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 






remote places. But it is more than that. 
It is restlessness, urgency, oppression. 
It is the telephone’s interruption of 
thinking and praying. It is a deadline, 
a score of deadlines that must be met. 
It is evenings filled with meetings. Our 
children and our homes are involved in 
this pressure—sometimes it seems as if 
we haven’t been “caught up” for years. 
The Japanese student is right when he 
calls this pressure of time a most un- 
happy thing. He is also right in de- 
scribing it as a creation of man—it is 
surely no gift of God. For God is un- 
hurried; He brings peace, not pressure. 
And the days He gives us are still 
twenty-four hours in length. We have 
no more time than did the Apostle 
Paul, and no less. The tremendous 
productivity of such men as Martin 
Luther and John Calvin was achieved 


we 


in the same length of day and of life 
as we possess. Where then is the peace, 
the time for meditation, amid all the 
pressures of contemporary life? “Be 
still, and know that I am God” (Psa. 
46:10). Here is the divine insight into 
our problem. In the hurry of life, 
while all the pressures of time are upon 
us, we must take time to be quiet if we 
want to know God and His peace. As 
the storms swirl about us, threatening 
to swamp our tiny boats, we must real“ 
ize that the Lord Jesus Christ is peace- 
fully resting, within earshot. He is 
here; He is ready to quiet the storm. 
But first He will quiet us; He will show 
that He cares that we are perishing. 
Perhaps He will tell us to reef the sails, 
to drop some activities, to spend more 
time at home and less time in com- 
mittee meetings. Perhaps He will re- 
mind us that He never intended that 
we should find rest and peace in the 
world; these are only found in Him. 
And so we pray, in John G. Whittier’s 
words: 


Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease: 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. 


J. T. B. 


we 


Is It Right To Worship Jesus? 


By Jean Vail Jackson 


r | NHE Bible teaches that we are to 
worship God—and Him ONLY. If 
Christ is a created being, worship 

of Him must be condemned as creature 

worship. Creature worship is an abom- 
ination in’ the eyes of the Lord. “Who 
. worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator” (Rom. 1:25). 
If the Bible shows that we should 
worship Christ, then Christ must be 
God—the true God. If Christ is the 
true God, we all must worship Him. 
God the Father commands all the 

angels to worship Jesus (Heb. 1:6)—a 

direct quotation from the Septuagint: 

“.. worship him [Jehovah], all ye his 

angels” (Psa.°97:7). This command is 

so plain that it is impossible to refute 
it. Surely no one would dare ‘suggest 
that this verse (Heb. 1:6) means only 
to worship through or in the name of 

Jesus, for then to be consistent he 

would have to say that the verse 

in Psalms (97:7) means to worship 
through or in the name of Jehovah! 

The Bible says, “Worship him.” The 
Bible means just that. The New World 


Translation of the Watchtower Society 
has tried to eliminate any mention of 


the worship paid to Jesus in the Bible 
by using the words “do obeisance” in- 
stead of “worship.” Yet the translators 
have been forced to leave the word 
worship in this verse (Heb. 1:6) BECAUSE 
IT IS A DIRECT QUOTATION. So even the 
N.W.T. says that Jesus is to be wor- 
shiped! 

Those who say that only angels are 
commanded to worship Jes have 
failed to see that angels worship no one 
but God! In Nehemiah 9:6 we learn 
that the host of Heaven worships Je- 
hovah. If angels worship Jesus. (Heb. 
1:6) it is simply because He is God. 
Certainly if angels who are of a higher 
creation than man (Psa. 8:5) must wor- 
ship the Son, how much more are we 
required to worship Him! God does 
not have double standards. He does 
not permit creature worship in Heaven 
or earth. When the Father says to any- 
one, be he angel or man, WORSHIP 
HIM (the Son), the Father is telling all 
who care to know the truth that His 
Son is the true God! 

Many times the Bible says that 
Christ was worshiped. The word used 
for worship is proskuneo. This is the 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“O give thanks unto the Lord; 
for he is good; for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever” (1 Chron. 16:34). 




















same word for worship used in Mat- 
thew 4:10, “Thou shalt worship the 
, Lord thy God... .” The word is used, 
then, of true worship to God. Since 
this word (proskuneo) also means “do 
homage,” how can we tell whether the 
worship paid to Jesus is simply hom- 
age or true worship due to God? God 
the Father has answered this question 
for us in Hebrews 1:6 by identifying 
the worship given to the Son as the 
same worship He Himself receives in 
Psalm 97:7! So the Father has sanc- 
tioned for the Son the same worship 
as for Himself. 

A careful study of the worship given 
to Jesus will show also that in many 
cases this worship was accompanied 
by confession, prayer, adoration, and 
thanksgiving. Webster’s definition of 
worship is “confession, adoration, 
prayer to, thanksgiving.” So we have 
not only the word worship used in 
reference to Jesus, but the accompani- 
ments of true worship as well. 

Qur Lord Jesus Christ was sinless. 
He made no mistakes. He led no one 
astray. Yet He accepted worship of 
Himself. Peter refused worship of him- 
self (Acts 10:26). The angel refused 
worship (Rev. 22:9). But not once in 
all the cases where people worshiped 
Jesus, did He ever refuse it, reprove 
them for doing it, or even suggest that 
it was sin. Yet to Satan He had said, 
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve.” Was 
Jesus a hypocrite? No. Was He guilty 
of the sin of Lucifer—wanting to be as 
the Most High? No. Did He accept 
worship to which He was not entitled? 
If we believe the Bible is true when it 
says that Jesus was without sin, then 
we know that Jesus accepted worship 
because He was entitled to it! 

Truly He is “The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father” (Isa. 9:6). He 
was the Lord and God of Thomas (John 
20:28) as surely as Jehovah was the 
God d Lord of David (Psa. 35:23). 

In ayer’s Greek-English Lexicon 
(p. 239) the expression “to call upon 
the name of the Lord” is translated 
“to invoke, adore, worship the Lord, 
i.e., Christ.” Just as the Hebrews called 
upon the name of Jehovah in the Old 
Testament in prayer, so in the New 
Testament the Christians call upon the 
name of Jesus. No one could fail to 
see that Jesus is invoked, adored, and 
worshiped all through the New Testa- 
ment just the way in which Jehovah 
is invoked in the Old Testament. Even 
the N.W.T. admits that Stephen prayed 
to Jesus in Acts 7:59, for they translate 
epikaleo “invocation or prayer” in the 
footnote! 

Prayer is to be made only to God. 
Each prayer to Jesus, then, was an act 
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of true worship. Search your Bibles 
for the many places it speaks of call- 

ing upon the name of Jesus. Always 
remember that it means “invoke, adore, 

worship.” 

“. . . to bind all that call on thy 
name” (Acts 9:14). 

“. . Is not this he that destroyed 
iffem which called on this name in Je- 
rusalem?” (Acts 9:21.) 

“... all that in every place call upon 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 
Cor. 1:2). 

Each time we read that the Christians 
called upon the name of the Lord, they 
prayed to Him, they adored Him, they 
worshiped Him! Many prayers to Jesus 
are recorded in the Bible (1 Thess. 3: 
11; 2 Thess. 2:16, 17; 1 Tim. ‘1:2; ete.). 
Yet we pray only to God, we adore 
only God, we worship only God. Truly 
Jesus is “God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (2 Pet. 1:1). 

In Revelation 5:13 we see the mag- 
nificent sight of every creature every- 
where worshiping God and the Lamb 
with identical worship: “Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” In 
Isaiah 42:8 Jehovah had said, “My glory 
will I not give to another. . . .”—yet 
here we have the Father and the Son 
sharing the same glory. “I and my 
Father are one” (John 10:30). 

This worship in Revelation 5:13 is no 
display of creature worship. Creature 
worship is forbidden in the Bible. But 
Jesus is God (Isa. 9:6). Jesus is the 
Creator (John 1:3). He laid the foun- 
dations of the earth (Heb. 1:10). He 
made all things in heaven and in earth 
(Col. 1:16). According to Jeremiah 
10:10, 11, the true God is the God who 
made the heavens and earth. 

“O come, let us worship and bow 
down: let us kneel before the Lord our 
maker” (Psa. 95:6). 

The Watchtower book of doctrine 
teaches that Christ is “to be worshipped 
as a glorious spirit” (“Make Sure of 
All Things,” p. 85, 1953 ed.). But wor- 
ship goes only to God! Regardless of 
how high a position they occupy, crea- 
tures are never to be worshiped. Some- 
one might even suggest that only sec- 
ondary worship is meant, but in this 
very book secondary worship is con- 
demned (p. 177). Even bowing before 
men or angels is forbidden (p. 178). 
They do not mean obeisance to Christ 
or they would have said so, for they 
have been very careful to distinguish 
between worship and obeisance in their 
N.W.T. When it says worship, it means 
worship! 

Even the charter of the Watchtower 
gives as one of its purposes the “pub- 
lic Christian worship of Almighty God 
and Christ Jesus.” So once more they 
have identical worship given to God 
and Christ—who they say is a creature. 
Creature worship—an abomination to 
God. : 

Those who are forced to admit that 
the Bible teaches that Jesus is to be 
worshiped, yet scoff at the Bible teach- 
ing of the triune God, would do well to 
examine with unbiased mind the Bible 


is not to be argued with, but to be be- 
lieved. 
when it calls Jesus “the great God” 
(Titus 2:13). 

We cannot refuse to believe what we 
cannot understand, for Jesus Himself 
said, “If I have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye be- 
lieve, if I tell you of heavenly things?” 
(John 3:12.) 

True Christians are among those of 
whom Paul spoke: “. . . with all that 
in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord .. .” (1 Cor. 1:2), 
Let us join men, angels, and every 
created being to worship Him who 
created us—our €reator, our Saviour, 
and the one who said, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). 

“And when they saw him, they wor- 

(Continued on page 546) 








Notes on Open Letters 


No Criticism of 
Oswald Chambers 


In the Trwes for April 18, in the 
section headed “Dr. Trumbull on the 
Victorious Life,” I was saddened to 
see the reference to Oswald Cham- 
bers and his “My Utmost for His 
Highest.” This book has been my 
prized daily ‘devotions book for a 
number of years, and I have never 
read in all that time any word that 
could be construed that Christ is not 
our victory; in fact, quite to the con- 
trary. The emphasis all through is 
that Christ is the victory, not any- 
thing of self. As to asceticism, etc, 
that is not upheld to my knowledge. 

I have read and enjoyed Dr. Trum- 
bull’s writing on the victorious life 
and believe what he says is true 
and Scriptural, but see no conflict 
with Oswald Chambers.—A Montana 
reader. 


No criticism of Oswald Chambers or 
his book was intended. The reference 
occurred in an announcement of the 
last of seven reprints of messages on the 
victorious life by Dr. Charles G. Trum- 
bull—“Perils of the Victorious Life”’— 
and this statement was made: “This 
is an unusually valuable message, be- 
cause it contains Dr. Trumbull’s ma- 
ture deliberations, in the light of 
experience and Scripture, on what 
dangers beset the Christian who, like 
Oswald Chambers, says, ‘My utmost for 
His highest.’ He warns against dis- 
couragement through failure, being 
driven beyond God’s will . . .”; and 
other dangers for the mature Christian 
were mentioned.. What was meant was 
that this message is good for all Chris- 
tians who say, with Oswald Chambers, 
“My utmost for His highest.” There 
are many temptations that beset be- 
lievers who are determined to go all 
the way with God, and Dr. Trumbull 
pointed these out and showed how to 


meet them in his message on “Perils of © 


the Victorious Life.” 


July 18, 1959 
teaching of the triune God. The Bible 


We must believe the Bible: 
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Hianon for August 2 


ll. A Century of Protestant Missionary Work in Japan 


The great variety of missionary 


of the recognized forms of Chris- 

tian activity were in operation 
in Japan. Seminaries had been started 
at an early date, and Christian schools 
also. From 1876 onward prisons had 
been visited with good results. In 1894 
Miss S. Riddell, an English mission- 
ary, had started a leper asylum. Of 
one village it was said, “Everybody in 
it is a leper except the stone idol.” 
Among the aboriginal Ainu in the 
northernmost island of Hokkaido, work 
had begun in earnest in 1879 with the 
arrival of John Batchelor of the Church 
Missionary Society. The Salvation 
Army had arrived in 1895, adopting 
national dress and customs in the con- 
duct of their work; while with the on- 
set of the Sino-Japanese War in 1894, 
five Japanese chaplains did good work 
among the troops, and dispelled much 
misunderstanding against Christianity. 
Basic to all missionary activity the 
complete Bible had been printed and 
bound and presented from “the whole 
church of Christ in America and Eng- 
land to the Japanese nation” by Dr. 
Hepburn on February 3, 1888. 

At the turn of the century there were 
502 missionaries (Latourette gives 1723, 
probably including wives), and 416 
churches with a membership of 43,273. 
Japan was still not a Christian nation! 
Indeed Professor Latourette remarks 
(“History of the Expansion of Chris- 
tianity,” Vol. VII, p. 379), “Christianity 
grew in numbers and influence, but the 
main ideological structure of Japanese 
life remained intact and the Church 
had little effect upon it.” It was evi- 
dent also that a substantial leakage of 
converts was taking place, G. H. Moule 
in his “Spirit of Japan” listing as many 
as 29,558 in the twelve years, 1888-1900. 
They “simply disappeared.” 

The history of Christianity in Japan 
after 1900 is etched against a background 
of war and national unrest. The vic- 
tory of the Japanese in the Russo- 
Japanese War of 1904 helped boost the 
nationalistic cause, and brought a re- 
nhewal of the call for independence from 
foreign control on the part of the 
churches. Ten years later World War I 
engulfed the world and Japan en- 
tered belatedly on the side of America 
and Britain. The trusteeship of some 
Southern Pacific islands accorded to her 
a8 a result was used as a step toward 
advance in that direction as evidenced 
in World War II. 


B: THE end of the century most 


An ERA oF TOLERANCE : 

The days of Christianity’s struggle 
for existence had passed and it was al- 
lowed to exist alongside the native 
religions. Progress continued to be reg- 
istered and by 1907 Christians num- 
bered 57,830 and by 1913 totaled 89,347, 
an increase of 46,174 in thirteen years, 
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activity in that land 


This is the second part of a review of 
missions to Japan. Mr. Gosden has 
been connected with the Japan Evan- 
* gelistic Band (5101 Granada St., Los 
Angeles 42) since 1933, served in that 
country as a missionary both before 
and after World War Il, and is now 
home director for North America of 
the Band. It was established in 1903. 








a little more than 3,500 annually. This 
was by no means q rapid increase, but 
Professor Latourette notes that “in spite 
of its numerical weakness, in 1914 
Christianity was becoming increasingly 
a part of Japanese life” (op. cit., Vol. 
VI, p. 411). 

With the development of state schools 
after the western pattern, Christian 
schools lost their outstanding position, 
and the widespread emphasis upon 
medicine largely obviated the need for 
medical missions. An attempt to reach 
Japan’s literate populace by means of 
newspaper evangelism had much suc- 
cess, and the good ship Gospel was 
reaching the maritime communities in 
the Inland Sea. Missionaries continued 
to come to Japan, and new societies, 
especially faith missions, began to en- 
ter the field. Our own society, the 
Japan Evangelistic Band, was established 
in 1903. Statistics for 1925 record 1,253 
missionaries in Japan, probably a peak 
year prior to World War II, for from 
then on a number of societies began 
to withdraw workers as the Japanese 
Church took over control. 

By 1936 communicants numbered 
198,962. The number had more than 
doubled in 22 years, but the over-all 
rate of increase was still slow. Then 
came the events culminating in the 
withdrawal of missionaries with the 
outbreak of war in 1939. The Religious 
Bodies’ Law of 1939 was the necessary 
step in bringing the Christian move- 
ment under control. “It was by thinly 
veiled coercion by the state that the 
union of the various Protestant bodies 
had been hastened, and the Church of 
Christ in Japan had come into being” 
(Latourette, op. cit., Vol. VII, p. 398). 
That union took place in June, 1941. 


THE CHURCH IN WARTIME 

Much has. been written about the 
position of the Christian Church in 
Japan immediately prior to and during 
the war. It is not within the scope of 
this article to discuss this matter, in- 
cluding government emphasis upon 
state Shinto and the reaction of Chris- 
tians to this and related problems. The 
attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 
1941, found most missionaries already 
out of Japan, and the door to mission- 
ary effort thereafter seemed perma- 
nently closed. As the war proceeded, 
church attendance in Japan dropped, 
ministers were conscripted for the army 
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By ERIC W. GOSDEN 


or industry, and aerial bombardment 
scattered congregations. Yet the spir- 
itual organism, the Church, was not 
destroyed, and the lifting of the clouds 
of war revealed a remnant still true to 
the Lord. 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s call for 
Bibles and missionaries for Japan was 
a welcome sound after the’ thunder of 
war, and the past decade has witnessed 
a new surge forward in missionary ac- 
tivity. Christian men and women who 
served in the occupation forces have 
returned as missionaries, and many vet- 
erans of missionary service in China 
have found a new sphere of service in 
Japan. While in prewar days only 2 
per cent of the missionary force was 
from Europe, excluding Britain (1914 
figure), today the Scandinavian coun- 
tries and Germany are well repre- 
sented. A large number of new societies 
have commenced work since 1946, 
one notable example being the Lu- 
therans, now the third largest Protes- 
tant group in Japan, with a dozen 
groups now operating in contrast to 
one prewar. The preponderance of 
young missionaries holding a conserva- 
tive theological position augurs well for 
the further evangelization of Japan, 
though the diversity of groups presents 
a problem unless some unification of 
the indigenous churches they produce 
can be effected. 


Wuy Procress Has BEEN SLOW 


As the Protestant missionary move- 
ment in Japan marks the centenary of 
its commencement, Christians number 
in the neighborhood of 400,000. The 
missionary force today stands at about 
2,700 with possibly 2,000 on the field and 
the remainder on furlough. With the 
population of Japan now numbering 92 
millions, there is obviously still a 
tremendous challenge facing the Chris- 
tian Church. One may ask why prog- 
ress has been so slow, a century of 
effort yielding an existing church of less 
than half a million people. May we 
suggest five reasons: 

(1) Rationalistic theology. When the 
Japanese sent missions round the world 
after their country was opened to the 
West, they found that the Christianity 
being propagated in their land was re- 
garded as outmoded by many in Europe, 
owing to the emphasis upon materialism 
and rationalism. 

(2) Nationalism and Shintoism. A 
man was regarded as unpatriotic if he 
became a Christian and did not bow at 
Shinto shrines. It was thus hard for 
a man to become a Christian. 

(3) The family system. Each mem- 
ber of the family .is bound by ties of 
duty and obligation,-especially in mat- 
ters of religion, the veneration of the 
ancestors, marriage, and so on. A man 
cannot believe what he wishes without 
breaking the traditional family code. 
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(4) Fear, of being different. The 
Japanese fear being different from their 
fellows. The acceptance of Christ 
makes them different, and they become 
odd men in community life. They fear 
the opprobrium this difference brings. 

(5) Static Christians. A recent re- 
port says: “The Japanese church is 
not spontaneously expanding. Most 
churches were founded by missionaries.” 
While this is a generality, far too often 
there has been the tendency for the 
pastor to guide his flock in the con- 
solidation of the town church, without 
much regard to the needs of the rural 
areas. 


XI. Longing for Past 


Some final perils of 


T IS perilous to look back at our best 

blessings of victory 
though those best blessings were neces- 
sarily in the past: This is an almost in- 
evitable temptation, because the new 
blessings of victory when one first 
trusts Christ for it are so new, so unex- 
pected, so overwhelming and more than 
satisfying. And we may look longingly 
back at those first hours or days or 
months, and unconsciously suppose that 
we can never again have just the rich 
blessing we had then. This is to deny 
the sufficiency of God’s grace, it is to 
deny that our Lord is “the same yester- 
day, and today, and forever.” 

And it is equally perilous to look to 
the future as the time when God’s best 
blessings of victory for us are to be 
realized. God wants us to have His best 
now. To put that best either into the 
past or into the future is a peril that 
Satan will do his best to bring us, into 
and keep us in. But the sufficiency of 
our Lord’s grace, while it was true in 
the past and will be true in the future, 
is described by the Holy Spirit in the 
infallible Word of God as being in the 
present. “My grace is sufficient for 
thee,” is His word (2 Cor. 12:9). And 
the very name of our Jehovah-Jesus 
is “I am.” 

May just a word be spoken here as to 
another peril, that we may have a 
sensible recognition of this and be safe- 
guarded accordingly? It is as to the re- 
lationship of men and women in the 
spiritual life. In general, it is evident 
from the Word of God as to the mar- 
riage relation, and from experience and 
observation and common sense, that the 
deeper spiritual relationships between 
fellow Christians should observe the 
same lines that the ordinary convention- 
alities of life insist upon: that is, that 
the deeper spiritual relationships should 
be between men and men, and between 
women and women, rather than be- 
tween two persons of opposite sex—un- 
less indeed God is bringing together 
two such persons that their lives may 
be united in marriage. 

Not that there should be any unna- 
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_ Shall we not pray that God will 
mightily move upon Japan by His 
Spirit, creating that “awareness of God” 
that betokens true revival? The ma- 
terial is there. Now we need the fire 
that falls from Heaven! 


Booxs CoNSULTED 
A History of Christianity in Japan (Otis 
Cary, 1909, Fleming H. Revell Co.). 
History of the Expansion of Christianity (K. 
S. Latourette, Vols. 6, 7). 
Cross and Crisis in Japan (C. W. Iglehart, 
1957, Friendship Press). 


History of Church Missionary Society (Eu- 
gene Stock, Vols. 2 to 4, 1899, Church Mis- 
sionary Society Publication). 


Los ANGELES. 


or Future Blessings 


the Victorious Life 
By CHARLES G. TRUMBULL 


turalness in this, or any unhealthy self- 
consciousness when men and women, 
older or younger, properly talk together 
or pray together about their Lord and 
their possessions in their Lord. But 
Satan as an angel of light may lead on 
through their spiritual fellowship two 
such persons into a spiritual intimacy 
and a spiritual dependence upon each 
other which is not of God, and which 
can lead to unhappiness in more than 
one life, or real disaster. 

Finally, let us recognize the peril of 
being unhuman—not inhuman, but un- 
human—because of the depth and in- 
tensity of our spiritual life. Not to be 
“human” is not of the Lord. We are 
living not only a spiritual life, but a 
bodily life as well; and we are living 
among those who also are in human 
bodies, in a world of rightful temporal 
interests as well as eternal interests. 
Let us not make the mistake of so liv- 
ing that persons shall say of us, as they 
have of some, that we have a deep in- 
terest in others’ souls, but none at all 
in their bodies. Let us be human. Let 
us be kind. Let us deliberately make 
it our business to cultivate certain secu- 
lar, human interests, that we may have 
points of contact with the many round 
about us who know nothing of the spir- 
itual interests that are so precious to us. 

Some of the greatest spiritual leaders, 
some of the most blessedly used am- 
bassadors of Christ, have had hobbies, 
such as nature-study, music, or some- 
thing else of that sort, which God has 
blessed to them and to others. Such a 
hobby keeps one in touch with the pres- 
ent-day wonderful world which God 
made. It gives one “bait” which he 
can use to catch the interest of another, 
and through that “bait” bring that other 
to Christ and to victory. , 

We are not to be afraid of healthy 
amusements of the right sort. If we go 
with a friend to see or play a tennis 
match or a baseball game, if we are 
watching or playing a game of checkers, 
let us not take it in such a way that 
everyone shall see that it has no real 
interest to us, and we are just making 
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a concession to the earthly interests of 
our unenlightened friends, and patiently 
waiting until we can give our time to 
the really wortp-while things. This is 
not victory. It may sound harsh to call 
it asceticism and even priggishness; but 
that is the way it will seem to others, 
perhaps rightly so. 

God wants to deliver us all the time 
from the peril of narrowness in the 
Victorious Life. If we have any musi- 
cal ability, let us praise God for it and 
let us ask Him prayerfully to enable us 
to cultivate that ability that He may 
use our music to His glory. And this 
does not mean that we shall play or 
sing only hymns, either. There is 
plenty of other music that is not of the 
Devil, and that God would use to keep 
us close to our fellows in a joyous, 
healthy way. 

Let us be very careful, too, about so- 
cial courtesies. Christian people whose 
life-interests are wrapped up in the 
deeply spiritual are ‘often criticized for 
carelessness about the’ little courtesies 
and attentions of their social relation- 
ships with others. This must not be; 
it dishonors our Lord. The Christian 
who is trusting Christ for victory should 
not be one whit less careful than is the 
man of the world or the society woman 
about those little niceties of life that 
betoken good breeding, good manners, 
true gentleness, and unselfish thought- 
fulness for others. “The King’s busi- 
ness” never requires discourtesy or lack 
of proper attentiveness to our fellows. 

Moreover, let us not be deceived by 
letting the great needs of the outside 
world or of the church of Christ make 
such demands upon our time and en- 
ergies that we are taken too much away 
from the loved ones in the home circle 
whom God has entrusted to us as our 
own supremely precious stewardship. 
Husbands or wives who have found 
Christ as their victory are often so eager 
to share this blessing with the greatest 
possible number that they unconsciously 
neglect. the home—the children or the 
married partner—upon whom God 
would have them lavish their love and 
testimony and care beyond all others. 
Christians rejoicing in Christ as Victory 
sometimes need to “learn -first to show 
piety towards their own family,” re- 
membering that “if any provideth not 
for his own, and specially his own 
household, he hath denied the faith, and 
is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tim. 
5:4, 8). 

The Victorious Life is the only all- 
round life on earth. It is lived by body, 
mind, and spirit: in all three victori- 
ously: and it touches our fellow beings 
at proper points of contact with their 
bodies, minds, and spirits. 

We shall need to be ever and always 
on our guard, sensitively awake to the 
approach of the enemy in all the thou- 
sand-and-one ways by which he will 
seek to find a cleft in our armor. But 
—and here is another peril to be 
avoided—we are not to think more of 
Satan than of Christ. We are to recog- 
nize the terrible reality of Satan; we 
are to study the Word of God about our 
Adversary, that we may know all that 
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God wants us to know about him; and 
then we are to look away from Satan 
unto Jesus; for “amid all these things 
we are more than conquerors through 
him who has loved us,” and “to God 
‘be the thanks who in Christ ever heads 
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our triumphal procession, and by our 
hands waves in every place that sweet 
incense, the knowledge of him” (Wey- 
mouth, Rom. 8:37; 2 Cor. 2:14). 


Tue END 





booklet. 





A number of readers have asked whether or not the series of articles 
on the Victorious Life that have been appearing in the Times since 
May 2, and have now been completed, will be published in booklet form. 
It can now be announced that the entire series of eleven articles will 
be reprinted in a single, paper-bound booklet, which may be had for 
35 cents each, or three for $1. Please ask for the “Victorious Life” 


Many will be glad to know also that two of these articles on “The 
Life That Wins,” together with a sketch of Dr. Trumbull’s life prepared 
by his lifetime friend and business associate, Dr. Philip E. Howard, Sr., 
is already available in a seventy-one page, cloth-bound little book. It 
may be had for 50 cents. Just ask for the “Charles G. Trumbull” book. 

Orders for these publications should be sent to the Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 








“Following Through” With 


Visitors and Absentees 


How one school keeps its members alert at both 
the “front door” and “back door” 


66 E’RE glad you came this morn- 

ing! Come again next Sunday!” 
when accompanied by a friendly smile 
and handshake, is a good start toward 
winning a visiting newcomer to our 
school and church. However, this is not 
always enough. 

A basketball coach knows the im- 
portance of having a player near the 
basket when the ball is thrown toward 
it by some member of his team. He is 
there ready to follow through if the 
first effort misses that basket. A base- 
ball coach knows that when one to 
three players get on the bases, it is all- 
important to follow through by having 
a sure hitter to knock in those desired 
runs. 

If we are to score readily and fre- 
quently for our school and church, we 
must master and practice thoroughly 
the art of following through at all times 
in our contacts with our should-be and 
also our present members. 

“Our best attraction for new members 
is to keep our present members reason- 
ably regular and helpfully enthusiastic 
for following through to reach others,” 
explains a pleased superintendent. “We 
watch our back door as closely as we do 
the front entrance.” 

Each department and every class in 
the school is organized to be alert re- 
8arding absentees. Each Sunday a list 
of absentees is prepared. Before the 
next Sunday, each absentee is told per- 
Sonally that he or she was missed from 
the school, with the happy reminder 
that everybody will be looking for him 
the next Sunday. This is done directly 
or by telephone. Only as a last resort 
18 a postcard used. However, even this 
a, better than no communication 

all. 


By LESLIE E. DUNKIN 


A second consecutive absence calls 
for two or three regular members to get 
in touch with the absentee. One of 
these should try to arrange to stop for, 
or bring, the absentee to school and 
church the next Sunday. 

A third consecutive absence calls for 
an effort to enlist the absentee to go 
with an active, regular member to fol- 
low through in an attempt to win a 
recent visiting newcomer for the school 
and church. No mention is made to the 
absentee about his or her own absence 
at this time. It has been found that 
action to interest others often proves 
to be an effective remedy for an earlier 
absenteeism. 

Those who get into communication 
with absentees are alerted to catch any 
reason for the absence which may be 
prevented or remedied by the class or 
school in the future. Thus misunder- 
standings may be avoided. Members 
of the class who are close friends or 
acquaintances of the absentee should 
be enlisted to help to bring about their 
regular attendance. 

“We keep our present members more 
regular in their attendance by making 
use of them throughout our entire 
school, to follow through with any visi- 
tor or visiting newcomer,” this superin- 
tendent explains. 

Each department in the school has a 
Welcome Committee to greet any visi- 
tor, who is then placed in a class. Each 
class in turn has a Welcome Committee 
to welcome and introduce the new per- 
son first to the class as a whole and then’ 
to each member of the group. 

The newcomer is urged to remain for 
the morning worship or church service. 
One or two members of the class should 
volunteer to sit with the guest in the 


" newcomer. 
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church service. Where this is done, 
there are more opportunities to intro- 
duce their visitor to other members of 
the school and church, as well as to 
their pastor. 

If at all convenient, the class-mem- 
ber host will suggest that a brief tour 
of the school and church be made to 
show their guest the equipment. If the 
guest remains for the church service, 
this personal tour is made after that. 
However, if the guest attends only the 
school session, the tour may be made 
quickly and quietly after the school 
session, being careful not to interfere 
with the church service. 

Just before the parting on that first 
Sunday morning, the class-member host 
says, “We’re glad you came this morn- 
ing! Come again next Sunday!” 

The school and church are now ready 
to continue their organized follow- 
through plans. During the welcome 
and introductions important personal 
information is obtained from the guest. 
If the visitor is from out-of-town, the 
home address should be obtained. The 
heartiness of the welcome must not be 
one bit less enthusiastic where the guest 
is obviously a one-time visitor: The 
reputation for being a friendly, wel- 
coming school and church spreads rap- 
idly when everybody is greeted that 
way. 

In cases where the newcomer lives 
within the area of the school and 
church, additional personal information 
is. valuable, such as the exact address, 
the telephone number, the names of 
friends and acquainiances who already 
attend the school and church. This is 
to locate other personal contacts that 
might be used to attract and hold the 
What this person’s work is 
and where he or she works may suggest 
another possible future personal con- 
tact. 

Sunday evening or Monday morning, 
a letter from the school and a card 
from the department and class are 
mailed to the guest, telling how glad 
everybody at the school and church 
was to have him attend on Sunday, and 
expressing the friendly hope that he 
will return the following Sunday. 

The telephone number is given to 
three persons who have met the new- 
comer personally on that first Sunday. 
These are to telephone their guest be- 
fore the next Sunday to tell how glad 
everyone is that he came and to urge a 
return visit. 

The name and address are given to 
one or two regular members who live 
nearest to the Sunday visitor. They 
are to make a neighborly call at the 
home to try to turn the personal visit 
into a tie of friendship. Where possible, 
these neighborly visitors are urged to 
arrange to “stop by” for the visitor on 
the way to the next Sunday’s services. 

Usually the newcomer returns the 
next Sunday. At this time, if not done 
the previous Sunday, an enrollment of 
the person in the class is sought. The 
new pupil is assigned to one or two of 
the regular members for closer “pal” 

(Continued on page 558) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. AUGUST 2. THE TESTING OF FAITH 
Job 1; 19; 28; 38; 42; printed text, 19:19-25; 42:1-6 @ 
Golden Text.—! have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.—Job 42:5 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 
Job 19:19 All my inward friends abhorred me: and they 


whom I loved are turned against me. 


20 My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am 


escaped with the skin of my teeth. 


21 Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my 
friends; for the hand of God hath touched me. 
22 Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not satisfied 


with my flesh? 


23 Oh that my words were now written! oh that they 


were printed in a book! 


24 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the 


rock for ever. 


25 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall 


stand at the latter day upon the earth. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
, By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


OB, the earliest book in the Old 

J Testament, was probably written 

in the patriarchal period of Abra- 

ham and his successors. It is a classic 

‘ that deals with the agelong question: 
“Why do the righteous suffer?” 

Job was deprived of all that life holds 
dear. His oxen, sheep, and camels, his 
beloved children, and finally his health 
were all taken from him. Even his wife 
urged him to “curse God, and die” 
(Job 2:9). 
spised sufferer, a victim of loathsome 
boils which seemingly became elephan- 
tiasis, a horrible and destructive disease. 
Yet his faith in God persisted. 

The “friends” who came to “comfort” 
Job merely aggravated his misery. Pos- 
ing as men of superior wisdom, they 
accused him of wickedness and hypoc- 
risy. Instead of helping him, they 
coolly and callously philosophized about 
his pain. “Miserable comforters” (16: 
2) they were, vexing Job’s soul (19:2) 
and incurring the wrath of God (42:7). 

Job’s anguish was bitter in the ex- 
treme. But his patience and trust did 
not fail (study Jas. 5:11). “For I know 
that my redegmer liveth” (Job 19:25): 
these words are a ringing affirmation 
of faith. In loving-kindness God finally 
rewarded His servant by doubling his 
Possessions and giving him a new fam- 
ily and length of days (42:12-17). 


Verse by Verse 

Job 19:19—“All my inward friends 
abhorred me... they whom I loved are 
turned against me.” “Inward friends” 
is literally “men of my council,” i.e., 
trusted, “familiar” confidants. The pres- 
_ent tense “abhor” is more accurate. 
Job’s plight is desperate. His intimate 


associates. as well as his loved ones 

have severed themselves from him. 
Verse 20.—“My bone cleaveth to my 

skin and... flesh ... . I am escaped 


He became a lonely, de- ° 


Chap. 42:1 Then Job answered the Lorp, and said, 
21 know that thou canst do every thing, and that no 


thought can be withholden from thee. 


3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? 


therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too 


national 
bd bd we 3 


with the skin of my teeth.” The healthy 
moisture of Job’s body was drying up. 
His bones seemed to protrude through 
his emaciated flesh. This seems to have 
been some form of elephantiasis. Only 
the sufferer’s gums remained unaffected 
(this was Job’s “escape”). Social ostra- 
cism (v. 19) was matched by desperate 
physical deterioration. 


Verse 21—“‘Have pity upon me ...O 
ye my friends; for the hand of God 
hath touched me.” Disease was often 
regarded in ancient days as a visitation 
of divine displeasure. Job’s complacent 
“friends” were unmoved by his pitiable 
physical and social condition. Surely 
they would have mercy on one whom 
even God seemed to have abandoned. 
Job’s appeal went unheeded: if the 
Lord frowned upon Job why should 
his friends show him kindness? 


Verse 22.—“Why do ye persecute me 
as God, and are not satisfied with my 
flesh?” The friends of Job seemed vo- 
raciously, like beasts of prey, to be de- 
vouring their victim with their stinging 
rebukes. This was bad enough. But 
why should they arrogate to themselves 
the prerogatives of God by (1) con- 
demning his inner motives, and (2) 
judging and thus intensifying his pain? 

Verse 23.—“Oh that my words were 
now written ... printed in a book!” 
“Printed” is “inscribed” (Heb.). Job 
yearns that his tragic experiences, plus 
his coming expression of deathless hope, 
be recorded for the benefit of future 
generations. 

Verse 24—“That they were graven 
with an iron pen and lead in the rock 
for ever.” His desire is that the in- 
scription be indelible. For while his 
personal anguish was extreme, suffer- 
ing is the human lot. He felt that his 
example could be a source of inspira- 
tion through the years. Little did he 
dream that the inclusion of his words in 
the Scriptures would guarantee their 
indelibility! 

Verse 25.—“For I know that my re- 
deemer liveth, and... shall stand at 


wonderful for me, which I knew not. 


4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of 
thee, and declare thou unto me. 


5 I have heard of thee by the hearing’ of the ear: but now 
mine eye seeth thee. 


6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted 


by Inter- 


Council of Religious Education. 


the latter day upon the earth...” “Re- 
deemer” is goel (Heb.), the one who 
“buys a person back” from bondage to 


’ freedom. Some day Job’s divine Vindi- 


cator, already living, would “stand up 
upon (or over) the dust” (Heb.). In 
spite of all his horrifying trials, Job 
voices a triumphant affirmation of con- 
fident resurrection hope (see vv. 26, 27). 


Job 42:1—“Then Job answered the 
Lord, and said ...” The superb self- 
disclosure of God in chapters 38 to 41 
brings Job to self-examination and re- 
pentance. Cries for pity and technical 
debates are ended in the presence of 
the Lord. The sufferer no longer ad- 
dresses his callous “friends” but his 
sovereign God. 

Verse 2—“I know that thou canst do 
every thing ... that no thought can be 
withholden from thee.” Literally, “that 
no purpose of thine can be restrained.” 
God is absolutely sovereign. None of 
His creatures can thwart His will. Job 
is no longer complaining. God’s revela- 
tion of Himself to the sufferer has 
changed all that. Job at long last real- 
izes that he is dealing with the omnip- 
otent, omniscient Source of life and 
Arbiter of destiny. 

Verse 3—“Who is he that hideth 
counsel . . . therefore have I uttered 
that I understood not; things too won- 
derful for me, which I knew not.” 
Compare Job 38:2. Job’s previous com- 
plaints were due to spiritual ignorance 
based upon the sheer fact that he was 
finite. The purposes of God are infinite, 
too “wonderful” for the unaided mind 
of man—particularly of Job in the ashes 
of sorrow ard suffering—to compre- 
hend. The sufferer no longer registers 
protests. He has learned of God’s glory 
and now for the first time sees himself 
in proper perspective. 

Verse 4—“Hear .. . and I will speak: 
I will demand. of thee . . . declare thou 
unto me.” God’s revelation of His be- 
ing and attributes has brought Job to 
the place where he is willing to hear 
with his heart. Hitherto he had heard 
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with his mind; now he is submissive, 
repentant, and thus ready to receive a 
fresh declaration from the Lord. 

Verse 5.—“I have heard of thee by 


the hearing of the ear: but now mine |. 


eye seeth thee.” Job had previously 
known only about God. This had lim- 
ited his understanding and discernment. 
His new experience of the Lord had 
opened his spiritual eyes, not only with 
regard to his sufferings but also with 
regard to his own natural sin and re- 
bellion against God. 

Verse 6.—“Wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes.” “Abhor” 
is “despise,” or “loathe.” The contem- 
plation of the power and glory of the 
Almighty enabled Job to see himself 
The dust 
and ashes of his physical afflictions 
were now duplicated in his soul. He 
humbly repented, not merely of any 
of his words which were arrogant or 
unwarranted but also of his own in- 
herent revolt against God. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Job’s miserable plight (Job 1) 

2. Job’s unchanging trust (Job 19) 

3. Job’s discourse?on wisdom (Job 28) 

4God’s_  self-revelation and _inter- 
vention (Job 38 and 42) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Why do the righteous suffer? It is 
not hard to understand why wicked 
men get their deserts and endure chas- 
tisement. But why must the godly suf- 
fer? Eliphaz was right when he said, 
“Yet man is born unto trouble, as the 
sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). But why 
must the innocent suffer as well as the 
guilty? 

The Scriptures answer’ these ques- 
tions in a variety of ways. “For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth .. .” 
(Heb. 12:6). Sometimes suffering is 
the penalty for misconduct, even in the 
case of believers. Sometimes it is in- 
tended to bring the child of God to the 
sense of his utter dependence upon his 
Heavenly Father. Yet again it is the 
paring knife on the branch of our fruit- 
fulness, preparing us, even though pain- 
fully, to bring forth more fruit to the 
glory of God (cf. John 15:2). At times 
it is intended to equip us to comfort 
others who experience similar trials (cf. 
2Cor. 1:4). 

But Job throws additional light on 
the problem. The lengthy, sometimes 
crue] speculations of Job’s friends make 

‘it clear that human philosophy simply 
does not have the answer. Nor did 
Job himself have the answer until his 
transforming experience (described in 
Job 38 to 41). The sufferer clung to 
his God in tenacious faith. But he did 
not come to a clear understanding until 
he pressed beyond arguments and de- 
bates about God and His dealings with 
man, to a sense of the actual being, 
Presence, and power of God Himself. 
Job pierced through discussions about 
deity to deity Himself. “I have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear: but 
now mine eye seeth thee” (Job 42:5). 

This changed everything for Job. 
Now for the first time he had per- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. July 26.—Courage in Crisis. ~............ Esther 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. August 9.—Life—Vanity or 
Victory? (Temperance.) ....... Ecclesiastes 








spective concerning himself (Job 42:6). 
No longer questioning about suffering, 
he cast himself, a sinner, upon God in 
the glad abandon of trust. 


Topics for Development 

Knowing About Versus Knowing. It 
is important to know about’ God—His 
being and His wondrous dealings with 
men. It is vital to know about Christ 
—that He jis the Son of God who died 
for sinners and rose again. But mere 
understanding of facts—no matter how 
sublime the facts may be—is no sub- 
stitute for personal, saving knowledge 
of God and His Christ. 

Even demons know about the Lord 
Jesus. The’ net effect of their knowl- 
edge is that they tremble (Jas. 2:19). 
With Job we must pierce through in- 
formation about the Lord to the Lord 
Himself. He is the answer to the prob- 
lems of suffering, sin, and death. The 
end of our quest is not a philosophical 
system but a divine person. 


Practical Applications 

God permitted the Devil to wreak 
havoc in Job’s life and fortunes. Satan 
is still on the prowl (cf. 1 Pet. 5:8). 
Understand his strategy: he will in- 
variably attack the weakest link of 
your consecration. For victory keep 
yielded to the Spirit (cf. Jas. 4:7). 

Do you know how to comfort others? 
Not by uttering swelling words of van- 
ity such as Job’s “comforters” used, 
but by pointing sufferers to our won- 
derful Saviour. He Himself suffered; 
He understands our pain and loves us 
dearly. 5 

Job’s friends crowded around him in 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HRONOLOGICALLY, what is the 
position of the Book of Job in the 

Old Testament Scriptures? 

2. When did the events it records 
occur? 

3. Who was the responsible agent in 
causing Job’s misfortunes? 

4. Name three blessings of which 
Job was deprived. 

5. What was his wife’s attitude to- 
ward him? 

6. Why were Job’s “comforters” un- 
successful? 

7. What affirmation of resurrection 
confidence did Job make? 

8. How was Job’s question concern- 
ing suffering finally answered? 

9. Proportionately, how did the Lord 
make restoration to Job? 

10. What New Testament writer re- 
minds his readers of Job’s patience? 


(Answers on page 558) 
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his prosperity and forsook him in his 
grief. Are we interested in others be- 
‘cause of their possessions or because 
of themselves? 

Job’s faith stood the test of adversity. 
We, too, may cry: “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31.) 

God finally rewarded Job’s faithful- 
ness by restoring to him his family and 
possessions. But even if we are called 
upon to endure until death, is the Lord 
Jesus so real to us that we are able to 
endure? (Study Rom. 14:8.) 


Golden Text 

Job 42:5—“I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee.” This is the crux of 
the matter. Hearing about God is es- 
sential. Hence the Gospel must be pro- 
claimed to the ends of the earth, But 
those who hear must have a personal, 
vital experience of the Lord. Only 
then have they reached the end of their 
quest. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“How Firm a Foundation” 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—O God, 
the ever-present helper of Thy people, 
we rejoice that Thou dost not leave us 
alone in the face of life’s testings and 
troubles. Bless our trying experiences 
to the strengthening of our faith in 
Thee and the purifying of our lives 
from all that is not of Thee. Bless this 
lesson to us and to others pondering it 
through all the world today: Guide 
us into Thy will for our lives and keep 
us ever seeking first the Kingdom of 
God. Give godly and wise leaders for 
these times both in church and in state. 
Promote justice and peace among all 
people. Bless Thy faithful servants 
who take the Gospel to the many peo- 
ple yet unreached by it. Let the knowl- 
edge of the Lord cover the earth and 
bring soon the return of our Saviour 
and the triumph of His cause. Forgive 
our self-seeking and self-indulgent ways 
and set our affections on Thyself that 
we may delight to do Thy will and 
serve Thy purposes. We ask these mer- 
cies in Christ’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Job as seen at the 
beginning of the book was a good man. 
At the end, however, he is a better 
man, a man with loftier thoughts of 
God and humbler thoughts of himself. 
“T have heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear,” he says to God, “but now 
mine eye .seeth thee.”. He had passed 
from knowing truth about God to know- 
ing Him directly. This gave him 
worthier thoughts of God and a lowlier 
estimate of himself, for he says, “I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 
He would question God’s ways with 
him no more. 

Job had not been knowingly sinful 
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and trying to hide it, as his friends had 
suggested. Neither they nor Job knew 
that Satan had said that Job lived a 
godly life because it paid. God was 
showing this to be false by letting great 
troubles plague Job. These trials did 
not turn him from God, even though 
Job did say some bitter and unwise 
things in his anguish. At last, however, 
he. came out of the darkness of his mys- 
terious sufferings into the light of a 
better day and with a better knowledge 
of God and of himself, too. 

Job’s sufferings, then, had not been 
to punish him, but to prove him a true 
man of God. At the same time they 

TRIALS MAY COME 


NOT UNISH 
BUT ROVE 
AND URIFY 


made him a better man by purifying his 
thoughts about God and about himself. 
The trial passed and left him with 
higher thoughts of God and humbler 
thoughts of himself. In the hymn, “How 
Firm a Foundation,” we read this word 
of God to His tried people: 














The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 
Job found that true and so have other 
great but godly sufferers. The flames 
may hurt at the time, but there is no 
permanent hurt, but great good instead. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“All my inward friends abhorred 
me...” (Job 19:19).—In the first chap- 
ter of the book, Job is stripped of seven 
sons and three daughters, 7,000 sheep, 
3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 
she asses. In chapter two, he is stripped 
of his health. 

By the time we reach chapter nine- 
teen, Job is stripped of the respect of 
his wife, of his brothers, acquaintances, 
servants, and little children. Even his 
inward friends—those with whom he 
took counsel in his halcyon days—ab- 
horred him. Job cried out, “He hath 
stripped me of my glory, and taken 
the crown from my head” (v. 9). 

Before his affliction, his glory was 
fresh in him; and he “dwelt as a king 
in the army” (29:20-25). Now every- 
thing was gone. 

Sometimes we compel the Lord to 
take away every prop to preserve us 
from leaning on an arm of flesh. 


I know that though He may remove 
The friends on whom I lean, 

’Tis that I thus may learn to love 
And trust the One unseen. 

And, when at last I see His face 
And know as I am known, 

I will not care how rough the road 
That led me to my home. 

—Grace Troy 


One of the heart patients in a govern- 
ment hospital said: “I can never thank 


God enough for putting me flat on my 
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back. For the first time in my life, I 
am looking up to God for His mercy 
and forgiveness.” 


“.. . I am escaped with the skin of 
my teeth” (Job 19:20).—‘“I have es- 
caped with bare life. I am whole only 
with the skin of my teeth, i.e., my gums 
alone are whole, the rest of the skin of 
my body is broken with sores” (7:5). 

“Have pity upon me, have pity upon 
me, O ye my friends...” (Job 19:21). 
—This plea from the heart of the suf- 
ferer serves to recall similar words ut- 
tered by another Sufferer: “I looked 
for some to take pity, but there was 
none; and for comforters, but I found 
none” (Psa. 69:20). 

Instead of manifesting pity toward 
the Lord, there were those who mocked 
His faith in God by saying, “He trusted 
in God; let him deliver him now, if he 
will have him: for he said, I am the 
Son of God” (Matt. 27:43). 

Believers are exhorted to “be pitiful” 
(1 Pet. 3:8), but how often we are piti- 
less instead! 

Mr. Moody and Mr. Tense were 
traveling on a train together. A young 
man, drunk, bruised from a brawl, and 
in a fighting mood, boarded the train. 
He recognized Mr. Moody and began 
to sing some old Gospel hymns in a 
loud and contemptuous way. 

This incensed Mr. Moody, and he 
asked the conductor to remove the 
young man from the car. In response, 
the conductor spoke quietly to the 
drunkard and escorted him to the bag- 
gage car, where he washed the man’s 
face and bruises with his. own hand- 
kerchief and tried to make him com- 
fortable. 

Soon afterward the chap fell asleep. 
Hearing about all this, Moody ex- 
claimed to Towner: “And last night I 
preached about the Good Samaritan! 
Today, I have my feet in the shoes of 
both the priest and the Levite. This is 
a terrible rebuke to me!” 


“Oh that my words were now writ- 
ten! ...” (Job 19:23).—He longs that his 
words of protest against what he deems 
unjust sufferings, and his _ protests 
against the destructive criticisms of his 
erstwhile friends be written. 

First he mentions a book; then, ap- 
parently realizing that manuscripts are 
perishable, he wants them engraven 
with an iron pen on the imperish- 
able rock forever. Then faith bursts 
through his mental haze, shall we say, 
and the Spirit enables him to utter one 
of the most majestic passages of the 
entire Old Testament. 

“For I know that my redeemer liveth 

-’ (Job 19:25).—By referring to 
Strong’s Concordance, it can be seen 
that the word “redeemer” is elsewhere 


translated “kinsman” (Num. 5:8), 
“avenger” (35:12), and “revenger” (v. 
24). 


The floodlight of revelation regard- 
ing the Lord’s person and work was not 
given in Old Testament times; hence 
we do not expect Job to speak as one 
of the New Testament writers. But he 
does say enough to make it certain (1) 
That he had One who would be his 
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Kinsman, Avenger, and Redeemer. He 
knew that God in whom he had trusted 
and before whom he sought to live 
righteously would eventually vindicate 
him. (2) That his body so decayed by 
disease would be changed, and in his 
flesh he would see God. (3) That 
there was to be a “latter day” when 


his Redeemer would “stand . . . upon 
the earth.” 
With the New Testament in our 


hands, we know that the Lord Jesus 
appeared once to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself, that He now ap- 
pears in Heaven for us, and that He 
will come again to receive His own to 
be with Him and ultimately reign over 
the earth. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, | 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the "lessons fer the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Half Not Told.—I have heard of 

thee by the hearing of the ear: but now 
mine eye seeth thee (Job 42:5, Golden 
Text). “And she [the queen of Sheba] 
said to the king [Solomon], It was a 
true report that I heard in mine own 
land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 
Howbeit I believed not the words, until 
I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, 
behold, the half was not told me: thy 


wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the . 


fame which I heard” (1 Kings 10:6, 7).— 
Sent by William Ewen, Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. 


Not Without Frost—The hand of God 
hath touched me (Job 19:21). A young 
man was trying to establish himself as a 
peach grower. He had worked for years 
and invested his all in a peach orchard, 
which at last blossomed bounteously— 
and then came a frost! He didn’t at- 
tend services the next Sunday, nor the 
next, nor the:next. His pastor visited 
him and inquired the reason. The dis- 
couraged young man exclaimed: “No, 
and what is more, I’m not coming any 
more. Do you think I can worship a 
God who loves me so little that He will 
let a frost kill my peaches?” The min- 
ister looked at him a moment in silence, 
and then replied kindly: “Young man, 
God loves you better than He does your 
peaches. He knows that while peaches , 
do better without frosts, it is impossible 
to grow the best men without frosts— 
and His object is to grow men, not 
peaches.”—From Tom M. Olson, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Messages Preserved From Destruc- 
tion—Oh that my words were now 
written! oh that they were printed in a 
book! (Job 19:23.) It is quite evident 
that we have here (“Outline Bible 
Studies,” by Henry W. Frost) a book 
which God Himself intended to be cir- 
culated, which is more than can be said 
of most books. We quote from Mr. Frost 
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in the preface: “It may be of interest 
to some of my readers to know that al- 
most all these Bible readings, in their 
original form, were lost, apparently ir- 
retrievably, through my being ship- 
wrecked off the coast of China on the 
night of April 24, 1901. The box which 
contained the readings, and the boxes 
of other passengers, were stolen from 
the wrecked steamer by Chinese pirates, 
taken to a lonely island, placed in a 
cave, ransacked, and finally abandoned. 
I did not ask God to return to me the 
dothing taken, but I did plead with 
Him to restore the readings, since they 
represented the work of many years 
and could not well be duplicated. Later 
the crew of a Chinese gunboat found 
in the cave my own and the other boxes, 


with their contents turned out upon — 


the sand, and they finally sent the whole 
to London, where the: boxes and be- 
longings were piled in an indiscriminate 
mass upon the Southampton dock. 
There a friend went to inspect them 
and found in the midst of the debris the 
large manila envelopes, some fifteen 
in all, which contained the readings. 
Many of the papers had been turned out 


‘ upon the sand in the cave, for they 


showed the marks of water, mud, and 
footprints. But all such had been 
picked up and put back in the enve- 
lopes, hence not one among several hun- 
dreds of papers was missing. It was 
the providential care over these read- 
ings, thus displayed, that first suggested 
to me the thought that God would have 
them published."—From Wm. L. Pet- 
tingill, in Serving and Waiting. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


More Than His Share—of Blessings. 
—I know that my redeemer liveth (Job 
19:25). I once met a man who had lost 
his wife and only child. He had been 
fairly wealthy, but misfortunes had 
used up all his money. His friends 
proved to be mostly of the fair-weather 
variety. He was critically ill in a 
county home. I began by saying, 
“You've certainly had your share of 
Sorrow.” Instantly he corrected me, 
‘Don’t say that, pastor!” he responded 
with a smile. “Say that I’ve had more 
than my share of blessing. Christ once 
meant little more to me than a histori- 
cal character; now He is my closest 
friend. ‘Forgiveness of sins’ was once a 
Pious but meaningless thought; now it 
Is my most precious possession. Heaven 
was wishful thinking; now it is as real 
to me as the fact that I shall soon die.” 
—From “Christ Comforts You in Your 
Sorrow,” a Lutheran Hour address by 
Rev. Armin C. Oldsen. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Never Before or Behind.—‘“No plan 
(which comes] from thee can be hin- 
dered” (Job 42:2, lit.). We believe in 
the Providence of God, but we do not 
believe half enough in it. Remember 
that Omnipotence has servants every- 
where, set in their places at every point 
of the road. In the old days of the post 
horses there were always swift horses 
ready to carry onward the king’s mails. 
It is wonderful how God has His relays 
of providential agents; how when He 
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has done with one there is always an- 
other ready to take his place. Some- 
times you have found one friend fail 
you—he is just dead and buried. “Ah!” 
you say, “what shall I do?” Well, well, 
God knows how to carry on the purposes 
of His providence; He will raise up 
another. How strikingly punctual provi- 
dence is! You and I make appoint- 
ments and miss them by half an hour; 
but God never missed an appointment 
yet! ‘God is never before His time, 
though we often wish He were; but He 
is never behind—no, not by one tick of 
the clock. When the Children of Israel 
were to go down out of Egypt, all the 
Pharaohs in the pyramids, if they had 
risen to life again, could not have kept 
them in bondage another half minute. 
“Thus, saith the Lord, Let my people 
go!” It was time, and go they must! 
All the kings of-+the earth, and all the 
princes thereof, are in subjection to the 
kingdom of God’s providence, and He 
can move them just as He pleases. 
And now, trembler, wherefore are you 
afraid? “Fear thou not; for I am with 
thee.” All the mysterious Arrangements 
of providence work for our good.—From 
C. H. Spurgeon, in “Springs in the Val- 
ley.” Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


Inexplicable but Enjoyable.—Things 
too wonderful for me (Job 42:3). “I 
was passing through Columbus, Ohio, 
some years ago,” said William J. Bryan, 
“and stopped to eat in the restaurant in 
the depot. My attention was called to a 
slice of watermelon, and I ordered it 
and ate it. I was so pleased with the 
melon that I asked the waiter to dry 
some of the seeds that I might take 
them home and plant them. A few 
weeks before, someone had planted a 
little seed in the ground. Under the in- 
fluence of sunshine and shower, that 
little watermelon seed had taken off its 
coat and gone to work: it had gathered 
from somewhere two hundred thousand 
times its own weight, and forced that 
enormous weight through a tiny stem 
and built a watermelon. What architect 
drew the plan? Where did that little 
watermelon seed get its tremendous 
strength? The most learned man in the 
world cannot explain a watermelon, but 
the most ignorant man can eat a water- 
melon and enjoy it.’_—From Christian 
Life. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Penance or Repentance?—Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes (Job 42:6). Godly sorrow, or re- 
pentance, involves the sense of sin, sor- 
row for sin, and severance from sin by 
God’s grace. He who repents realizes 
that he is a sinner, deplores his sin, and 
forsakes his sins. He who lacks time to 
mourn lacks time to mend. A minister 
found some children reading the Douay 
Version of the New Testament. They 
read a passage in the chapter which was 
translated, “Do penance,” where the 
English Version rendered the same 
word, “Repent.” He asked the children 
if they knew the difference between 
penance and repentance. Silence en- 
sued, and then a little girl said, “It is 
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this: Judas did penance, and went and 
hanged himself. Peter repented, and 
wept bitterly!”"—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, of all the strange situa- 
tions, this matter of Job is unique. 
Try to imagine it. Here sits a man 
in the middlé of an ash heap and 
he is covered with boils “from the sole 
of his foot unto his crown’—a very 
miserable creature. He is not a pauper, 
nor a leper, nor a criminal. He was 
rich, owned much property and cattle; 
“This man was the greatest of all the 
men of the east” (Job 1:3). How did 
he get on the ash heap and in that con- 
dition? God allowed Satan to put him 
there. Truly, it is an interesting story 
—and a true story, because it is re- 
corded in the Bible. 
The narrative is full of strange sit- 
uations. “Now there was a day when 
the sons of God came to present them- 
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selves before the Lord, and Satan came 
also among them. ... And the Lord 
said unto Satan, Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like 
him in the earth, a perfect and an up- 
right man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil?” (1:6, 8.) And Satan 
answered, in effect, “Of course he is a 
good man, because he has everything 
that anyone could desire; but just, take 
away his possessions and he will curse 
you.” God said to Satan, in effect, 
“Very well, go and take his possessions 
and we will see.” Satan did a thorough 
job, for there follows disaster after dis- 
aster, in which Job loses all his oxen, 
his asses, his sheep and camels, along 
with the servants who tended them; 
yet, further, his seven sons and three 
daughters who were having a reunion 
were destroyed in a violent windstorm. 
But Job only said, “The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord” (1:21). 

Then comes another visit of “the sons 
of God” and Satan also among them. 
When the Lord again questions Satan 
concerning Job, Satan replies, “But put 
forth thy hand now, and touch his bone 
and his flesh, and he will curse thee . . .” 
(2:5). And God gave Satan permission 
to do anything to Job’s flesh, but not 
to kill him. Then came the boils. Fel- 
lows, I have had just one boil to nearly 
run me crazy with pain. Think of Job: 
boils from the top of his head to the 
soles of his feet! Is it any wonder he, 
almost blinded with pain, sought the 
ash heap? And here comes another 
bombshell. Mrs. Job follows him out 
there, and instead of trying to com- 
fort him, as a wife should, exclaims: 
“Dost thou still retain thine integrity? 
curse God, and die.” But listen to Job’s 
answer: “Thou speakest as one of the 
foolish women speaketh. What? shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil? In all 
this did not Job sin with his lips” (2: 
9, 10). 

But here comes still another bolt. 
Three of Job’s friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar, hearing of his terrible mis- 
fortunes, appoint themselves to go over 
and comfort him. “And when they 
lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew 
him not, they lifted up their voice, and 
wept; and they rent every one his 
mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their 
heads toward heaven. So they sat 
down with him upon the ground seven 
days and seven nights, and none spake 
a word unto him: for they saw that his 
grief was very great” (vv. 12, 13). 

Well, it might have been better for 
Job if they had not spoken after those 
seven days of silence; for when they 
did speak, it was to inform Job that his 
calamities were the result of his being 
such a sinner. The phrase “Job’s com- 
forters” has lived to be a mockery. 

Fellows, the main lesson here is the 
patience of Job. Yes, even patient with 
God. “Patient with God”—that sounds 
strange, doesn’t it? But it is quite 


possible that a Christian may get impa- 
tient with God when He does not an- 
swer at once according to his request 
—and the Christian mopes and quits ask- 
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ing. Not so with Job. Listen to Job: 
“He knoweth the way that I take: when 
he hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold” (23:10). That was my mother’s 
favorite verse. “For I know that my 
redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth: and 
though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God” (19:25, 26). These sentient words 
reveal the patient and trusting spirit 
of Job, and they have been an inspira- 
tion to millions of other trusting be- 
lievers down through the centuries. 

You cannot do a better thing than 
cultivate patience at all times, fellows, 
not only when you suffer the reason- 
able results of your mistakes, but also 
when you think you have done pretty 
well. “For what glory is it, if, when 
ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but-if, when ye do 
well, and suffer for it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with God” 
(1 Pet. 2:20). 

The story would not be complete 
without its happy ending. Think of 
it: Job lived one hundred and twenty 
years after the ash-heap experience. 
“And the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job, when he prayed for his friends: 
also the Lord gave Job twice as much 
as he had before. . . So the Lord 
blessed the latter end of Job more than 
his beginning” (42:10, 12). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin our class by saying 

together John 3:14-16. How thank- 
ful we should be for these wonderful 
words! The kings of Israel were never 
privileged to hear them. Neither was 
Job, the godly man whose life we will 
study this morning. 

The Book of Job is perhaps the old- 
est piece of literature in the world. 
Although in poetical form, it is the 
true story of a man named Job. He 
seems to have lived before Abraham, 
and was outstandingly righteous. God 
names him as such, with Noah and 
Daniel. 

Read the first verse of Job and notice 
the four good things said about him. 
He was perfect—that does not mean 
sinless, but that he was wholeheartedly 
for God. 

The: sixth verse tells us that when 
the angels preserited themselves before 
the Lord—apparently to report on the 
duties they had been given to do— 
Satan came also among them. No 
doubt he came to tell all the bad things 
he had seen God’s people do. For Rev- 
elation 12 says that he accuses the 
brethren “before our God day and 
night.” 

Satan did not mention Job because he 
could not find anything bad about him. 
Read Job 1:7, 8, where the Lord says 
the same four good things about Job 
that we read in the first verse. " 

Satan would not admit that Job was 
righteous. He said that if God took 
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away Job’s prosperity, Job would curge 
God to His face. 

The Lord gave Satan permission to 
destroy. Job’s property and family, but 
said that he must not touch Job him. 
self. Satan hurried to use this per. 
mission and brought four great disasters 
on Job, destroying his property and al] 
of his children in one day. Satan did 
not kill his wife because he could use 
her to tell Job to curse God. The news 
of all these four great disasters reached 
Job on the same day! His oxen and 
donkeys were stolen by bandits, another 
set of robbers stole his camels. Fire 
came down from heaven and burned up 
his sheep. A great wind blew down 
the house where his children were feast- 
ing together so that they were all killed. 

Now read the last three verses of 
Job 1. Instead of cursing God, Job 
was perfectly submissive to the Lord 
in these terrible trials. 

The second chapter of Job tells that 
when Satan went again to stand before 
the Lord, instead of admitting that he 
had been wrong when he said Job 
would curse God, he said that if the 
Lord would let him harm Job’s body, 
then he would curse God. God gave 
him permission to do this, but warned 
him that Job’s life must be spared. 
Then Satan covered Job with boils mak- 
ing him so miserable he sat down 
among the ashes. 

Three of Job’s friends came to see 
him, but were so shocked at all his suf- 
ferings that they said not a word for a 
week, but just sat on the ground be- 
side him. 

Finally Job spoke, cursing, not God, 
but the day he was born. After Job 
stopped speaking, each friend answered 
him in turn. But instead of expressing 
sympathy, they said Job must have 
been secretly doing wickedness or God 
would not have let him have so much 
trouble. This hurt Job keenly, because 
he knew it was false. 

Read Job 19:19-25. How touchingly 
Job begs his friends to pity him in- 
stead of accusing him of things he had 
not done! He wished his words were 
printed in a book. God has his words 
printed in the Book that will last for- 
ever. How wonderful that so many 
years before the birth of Christ, Job 
should say, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth”! 

Instead of showing sympathy, Job's 
friends continued accusing him of bad 
deeds. Finally they were silenced. 
Read Job 32:1. Here is Job’s one fault: 
He was self-righteous about his good- 
ness. 

Then another man talked, and after 
he stopped, God Himself spoke to Job. 
I wish we had time to read what God 
said, for He gives scientific facts about 
His creation, which only He could know. 

_Affhen God finished speaking, Job's at- 
titude was completely changed. Read 
Job 42:1-6. Now ¢hat he had gotten 
a glimpse of the glory of God, Job re- 
pented of his self-righteousness. 

Then God spoke to Job’s three friends 
telling them He was displeased with 
them for the things they had said. They 
must ask Job to pray for them, and 
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then God would forgive them. After 
all his troubles, God gave Job twice as 
much property as he had before and 
ten more children! 

The Book of Sob makes it clear that 
suffering is not always punishment for 
sin. God allowed Job to suffer, to show 
Satan that no matter what he suffered, 
he would not curse God. 

God used Job’s sufferings to make 
him humble so that afterward Job was 
much happier than he had been before. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God’s Way Is Best 
(Job 42:1-5) 
S THE last Memory Verse (Deut. 
31:6) is repeated for a star to go 
on the Books-of-the-Law Marker, Es- 
ther’s courage may be reviewed. Dan- 
ger and hard deeds may be faced with 
short-time courage. But there are 
things that take long-time courage. 

(Secure posters of handicapped chil- 
dren used in drives for funds.) 

Why should this boy (on poster) 
have to sit in a wheelchair while you 
play ball and swim? Why must this 
girl wear braces and always limp while 
you girls can look lovely and walk 
gracefully? Have these children done 
something bad—worse than you ever 
did—and so God punished them this 
way? Has God been unfair to make 
them suffer while you go free and have 
fun? Those are hard, puzzling ques- 
tions. The book that may be the oldest 
book in the world gives some answers. 
Can you find the Book of Job, next 
after your History bookmark? It is 
one of the Bboks of Poetry, which we 
will learn about next week. 

Job had a lot of trouble! Was it be- 
cause he was bad? (Job 1:1.) He had 
a fine family, and they had happy 
birthday parties (vv. 2, 4). Sally, write 
the number of his sons and his daugh- 
ters on the blackboard. See how rich 
he was (v. 3), and tell George the 
number of animals to write on the 
blackboard. Job was careful to keep 
his family right with God. Can you 
Picture them around the family altar 
in the early morning, each child watch- 
ing while his father killed and burned 
a lamb to pay for his sins, even the 
Wrong thoughts in his mind? (Read v. 
5) It was this happy, religious family 
to whom trouble came during the oldest 
boy’s birthday party. (Tell of blow on 
blow, and how Job took it, in vv. 13-22; 
then of his painful disease, his wife’s 
losing her faith, ‘his three friends who 
tame to sympathize, 2:7-13.) “Why, 
why, did this happen to me?” Job 
asked. “You have done wicked things 
nobody knows about, and God is pun- 
ishing you,” explained his friends. “No, 
Tam not bad. God knows that,” argued 
Job. “I_have done all the good I could. 
I wish God would let me argue’ my 
Case with Him and show Him how un- 
fair it is,” 
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Finally God came, in the midst of 
thunder and lightning and wind, and 
showed His power and knowledge and 
goodness until Job felt very small in- 
deed and ashamed of all his- complain- 
ing. Listen to his words now (read 
42:1, 2, 3b, 5, 6). God had one more 
test for Job. Was he loving and for- 
giving enough to pray and help his 
friends who had accused him unfairly 
of doing wrong and had explained God’s 
way wrongly? He did! And soon his 
troubles disappeared! Health returned. 
Wealth came back. Tell Richard what 
figures to put beside those on the black- 
board (v. 12). More children were 
born. Diane, write their numbers on 
the board (vv. 13-15). Job lived to be 
an old, old man, with children, grand- 
children, great-grands, and great, great- 
grands. And somehow, sometime, God 
showed him why all the troubles had 
come. It was to prove Job would trust 
God no matter what—to prove Satan 
was a liar when he said Job was good 
and loved God only because God paid 
him for it! 

In Job’s day people did not know 
much about living after death. So God 
rewarded Job right here on earth by 
doubling the good things. But now we 
know God has all eternity to reward 
those who suffer and still trust Him 
(Rom. 8:28; 2 Cor. 4:17; 2 Tim. 2:12). 
“The Lord shall give that which is 
good”? (Psa. 85:12, Memory Verse). 

Now can you answer our questions: 
Have these crippled children done 
something bad that God is punishing 
them for? Is God unfair to make them 
suffer so? 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HERYL had been outside playing 

“giant step” one hot summer night. 
Right after some grownups who had 
been visiting her mother left, Cheryl 
ran in to see her mother. Cheryl’s 
mother is not well. She is very, very 
ill and may never be well again. Even 
though Cheryl is young, she does her 
best to help her mother. She tries 
never to worry her mother. She does 
thoughtful, loving things for her mother. 
Imagine Cheryl’s surprise when she saw 
her precious mother crying! 

“Mommy, what’s the matter?” Cheryl 
wanted to know. She put her face 
against her mother’s wet cheeks, kiss- 
ing the tears as she did so. “Mommy, 
please don’t cry. Tell me what the 
trouble is.” Then, running to the door 
she. called her daddy who had been 
mowing the lawn. “Come quickly, 
Daddy. Mommy is crying. Hurry!” 

Daddy ran into the house as fast as 
he could. “Honey, what in the world 
is the matter?” Tenderly he brushed 
Mommy’s cheek with his handkerchief. 

“It’s something that those ladies said,” 
Mommy whispered. 

Daddy urged, “But what did they 
say, honey?” 
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When she finaly could talk, Mother 
explained that the ladies had not been 
kind to her. Instead of trying to com- 
fort her, they had almost come right 
out and told her that the reason she 
was so ill was that she must have been 
a great sinner. God punishes people 
with sickness, they had said. And the 
greater the sin the greater the punish- 
ment. 

Cheryl hugged her mother lovingly. 
“Those ladies don’t know you as I 
know you. And I know you're the best 
Mommy in all the whole wide world.” 

“My dear,” Daddy began, drawing a 
chair alongside the bed where Mother 
lay, “you are not the first one who has 
been accused like this. Those ladies 
have proved one thing: they don’t know 
their Bibles.” Cheryl settled down on 
the floor, holding her mother’s thin hand 
affectionately. Daddy continued, “In 
the very long ago, three men went to 
visit a man who was ill as you are. He, 
however, was in an even worse con- 
dition. Not only was he ill, but every- 
thing that he had loved had been taken 
from him. His oxen and his asses had 
been stolen. The servants—all but one 
of them—had been killed. All of his 
sheep had been destroyed by fire. The 
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shepherds—all but one of them—had 
been burned, too. Besides that, some 
enemies had stolen the man’s camels 
and had killed the servants who cared 
for them. As if that were not enough, 
a wind blew the man’s house down 
and killed all of his sons and daughters 
and all the rest of his servants.” 

“Poor, poor Job,” Mother commented 
softly. She knew at once of whom 
Daddy was speaking. 

“You know, of course,” Daddy added, 
“besides all of this, Job became ex- 
tremely ill. If anyone anywhere could 
be accused of suffering because of 
needed punishment, Job could be that 
one. But in the very beginning of the 
Book of Job, God Himself calls Job 
His servant, a man of honesty and up- 
right, a man who reveres God and 
turns away from evil. If God thought 
so highly of Job, would you think that 
He was punishing him for something? 
You certainly would not! I do not 








know why God allows suffering. This 
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Book of Job does not say. One thing 
it does prove, however. That is that a 
child of God can always be sure of the 
love of God, even when everything 
seems to be all wrong. Job learned 
through his unhappy experiences that 
God can do everything and that He 
knows everything (Job 42:1, 2). There 
were times when Job had great doubts. 
His friends, like yours, Mother, almost 
convinced -him that he was being pun- 
ished for some great wrong that he had 
done. After Job’s friends—who cer- 
tainly were not friends at all—had 
falsely accused Job, God Himself spoke 
in behalf of Job. And later God blessed 
Job with more children and more of 
everything than he had had in the be- 
ginning. No, my dear one, suffering is 
not punishment. This is a time for all 
of us to trust God more than ever. I 
am sure that God loves you very, very 
much. And your illness is going to bring 
great glory. to Him.” And Daddy was 
right. 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 553) 

1. It is the oldest book in the Old 
Testament. 

2. About the time of Abraham. 

3. The Devil (Job 1:6-12). 

4, Possessions, family, 
(Job 1:13-19; 2:7). 


5. She unsympathetically told him 
to “curse God, and die” (Job 2:9). 


6. They accused him falsely and phi- 
losophized about his condition but never 
really pointed him to the Lord. 

' 9. “I know that my redeemer livet 
..-” (Job 19:25). 

8. He passed beyond the stage of 
argument to God Himself (cf. Job 42:5). 

9. He gave him a new family and 
doubled his possessions (cf. Job 1:2, 3 
with 42:12, 13). 

10. James (6:11). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Visitors and Absentees 
(Continued from page 551) 


friends, especially during the next six 
months. 

A personal assignment is given to the 
newcomer to team up with one or two 
of the class members in an immediate 
service project for the school or church 
or both. A busy person is an interested 
individual. An interested, busy mem- 
ber is tied more closely to the school. 

As soon as possible the “follow 
through” plans continue in order to win 
the newcomer for Christ, if not already 
saved, and to urge him to become a 
member of the local church—an active, 
interested member, ready and eager to 
gain others for Christ and for the school 
and church. 

SoutH Benn, Inp. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 2 


1. Jesus’ Abiding Joy 
(John 15:11; 16:24) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

WO topics—this week’s and next 

week’s—turn our attention to joy: 
first the joy that Christ had, and then 
the joy that He, gives when we accept 
and follow Him. Many persons, some- 
times even Christians, are inclined to use 
the words joy and happiness interchange- 
ably, as though they have the same 
meaning. However, the _ dictionary 
shows that happiness comes from the 
word hap, or chance, and is associated 
with luck or good fortune. On the other 
hand, joy is an inner emotion of glad- 
ness and delight and is excited by good- 
ness. We may think then of happiness 
as something that is dependent upon 
outward circumstances, whereas joy 
springs from within. Joy can exist 
when outward circumstances are most 
discouraging and painful and would 
bring only unhappiness. 


The abiding joy of the Lord Jesus 
was completely independent of outward 
circumstances. Isaiah called Him a 
“man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief” (Isa. 53:3). He “carried our sor- 
rows” (Isa. 53:4) and bore our iniq- 
uities, yet He could have a joy within 
that sustained Him and carried Him to 
the cross for our sakes, making the 
shame and suffering as nothing when 
compared to the joy of winning our re- 
demption. “Who for the*joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, de- 
spising the shame” (Heb. 12:2). His 
was not only the joy of an accom- 
plished purpose (John 12:27; 18:37), oF 
merely a joy for the glory with which 
He was to be crowned (John 17:1; Phil. 
2:9-11; 1 Pet. 1:11), although these were 
certainly a part of His joy. But His 
was the joy of presenting to Himself 
all who would believe on Him as “a 
glorious church, not having spot, oF 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish’ 
(Eph. 5:27; Col. 1:22; Jude 24). 


ye 
The joy of the Lord Jesus is seen In 
the unmarred communion that He had 
with the Father. Repeatedly He spoke 
of this oneness (John 10:30; 14:9-11; 15: 

23, 24; 17:11, 21-24). 
; ye : 
The joy of the Lord Jesus is seen » 
His implicit obedience to the Father's 
will. Although, as the second person 
of the Trinity and coequal with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, He “thought 
it not robbery [or effrontery] to be 
equal with God” (Phil. 2:6-8), He 
nevertheless voluntarily: laid aside some 
of His divine attributes to be born 
our likeness and to become a servant. 
He humbled Himself to be obedient fo 
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death, even the death of the cross. 
And during this earthly ministry He al- 
ways made the Father’s will His own 
(John 5:3; 6:38), so that He could say, 
‘My meat [food] is to do the will of 
him that sent me” (John 4:34). He is 
the one spoken of in Psalm 1:2; and 
40:8, whose “delight,” or joy; is the do- 
- ing of the will of God. 
b4 


Next week we shall see how His joy 
may be ours, as He intended it to be. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





_ ommend Readings on the International 
sons, issued by the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


July 27. to August 2 


Mon.—Job 1:1, 13-19. An Upright Man. 


Prayer SUGGESTIONS: “There was a man 
in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; 
and that man was perfect and upright, 
and one that feared God, and eschewed 
evil.” Satan is well acquainted with all 
men and women. He knows the kind of 
life we live, and he goes about seeking 
whom he may devour. He likes to give 
God’s people who are living righteously 
a rough time. “All that will live godly 
... Shall suffer persecution,” and those 
who do not live godly and live for 
Satan will suffer perdition with the 
Devil and his angels. God allowed the 
Devil to put Job through certain tests. 
You may be having a test right now. 
Remember the patience of Job. The 
Lord’s grace is sufficient for you in 
whatever may be your trial. Pray for 
the Canadian and the New England 
Keswick Conferences’ current sessions. 


Tues.—Job 19:23-27a. 
Faith Through Anguish. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I know that my 
redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth: and 
though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
‘God.” In early cemeteries, the graves of 
Christian dead made more of the hope 
of the Resurrection in their inscriptions 
on their gravestones than today. It is 
important to give a testimony to the 
living who see our gravestones. Make 
sure that you have works that will 
follow you after you are dead and 
buried. Pray for the summer confer- 
ences of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance. 


Wed.—Job 28:12-19. 
The Price of Wisdom. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Where shall wis- 
dom be found? and where is the place of 
understanding?” The New Testament 
gives you your answer. Christ is “made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, . . . 
and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). “In 


whom are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). Imitate 
Mary of Bethany who chose the “good 
part” of sitting at the Master’s feet and 
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learning His Word. If Christians only 
knew what it cost them and their loved 
ones and friends and church to neglect 
God’s Word, they would faint. (See 
Hos. 4:6; Psa. 1:3.) How can the Spirit 
bring to your remembrance what you 
have never received? Faith comes by 
the Word. If you neglect it, how can 
you grow in faith? Pray for the youth 
summer conferences. 


Thurs.—Job 28:20-28. God Understands. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God under- 
standeth.” Whatever your lot, God 
knows all. Downsitting, lying down, in 


fact, all your ways are open to His gaze. 
Honor your omniscient, omnipresent 
God. (See Psa. 139.) Observe tokens 
of His knowledge and wisdom in crea- 
tion and redemption and in His eternal 
purposes. To God everything is present. 
There is no searching out of His under- 
standing. Let God teach you knowledge 
and wisdom from His Word. Pray for 
all summer camps for children. 


Fri.—Job 38:1-7. God’s Creative Power. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Where wast thou 
when I laid the foundations of the 
earth?” We are but of yesterday. We 
know fittle or nothing compared with 
God and His angels. What we do know, 
we know imperfectly. The more we 
know, the more aware we are of how 
little we know. Man discovers nuclear 
power, but knows little of that power. 
The first men lived centuries; we live 
only a few short years. God is eternal. 
God offers to penitent sinners “eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord” and 
it will take all eternity to explore its 
glories. Pray for the Christian college 
students’ summer camps. 


Sat—Job 42:1-6. Job’s Repentance. 

PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes.” Job 
learned the hard way that the ways of 
the Lord are right. It takes years to 
bring some of us to see the truth of 
God’s goodness in our troubles. (See 
Rom. 8:28.) Consider the manifestations 
of the “faith of the Son of God” by 
which you are to live. “Live by the 
faith of ‘the Son of God” for He loved 
you and gave Himself for you (Gal. 2: 
20). The perfect life of the Lord makes 
ours show up badly. All need to make 
Job’s confession. Pray. for Montrose 
Bible Conference, Montrose, Pa. 


Sun.—James 1:2-12. 
Patience in Affliction. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation [trials]: 
for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him.” Trou- 
ble exercises patience. “Tribulation 
worketh patience” (Rom. 5:3). If aman 
wrecks his car on a lonely road and is 
injured, he has to be patient until help 
arrives. So it is within certain afflic- 
tions. When in trouble, remember that 
God is a present help in trouble. He 
knows, loves, and cares. Wait upon 
God. Wait patiently. His help is sure 
and sufficient. Pray for all ministers on 
vacations that they may come into a 
new experience with the Lord. 


\ 
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think 
fora 
moment... 


what do you 
really want 


from life? 


is your 
relationship 
to God what it 
should be? 


does God have 
a specific plan 
for you? 


do you know 
how to find 
God’s will for 
your life? 


‘*... that ye 
may prove 
what is that 
good, and 
acceptable, 
and perfect 
will of God.’’ 
Romans 12:2 





for answers to these and other 
probing questions... listen to 


CHARLES E. FULLER 


in his NEW radio series 


“DOING THE WILL OF GOD" 
on the 


OLD FASHIONED 
REVIVAL HOUR 


check your local néwspaper radio 
listing for station and time in your 
area, or write to Box 123, Los Angeles, 
California. 
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iSPOT THE ERRORS 


and Get The — Pen & Pencil Set Shown Below ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
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This Beautiful 
= Pen and 
Pencil Set 


\,, Worth *1. 1.50 


YOURS FREE 
when you 
fill in 
and mail 
coupon 
below 
with 
puzzle 
. answer 





21 exquisite slim cards richly adorned 
with meggen foil, be | ee gy etc. 
Sent poe to sell to your 
friends ‘and neighbors 





, as 
CHRISTMAS LUXURY ASSORTMENT 











DELUXE FAVORITES CHRISTMAS CARDS 
You make $50.00 for selling only 59 
boxes of these cards 


~ 
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Try Your Skill — 
This Is The Way To Solve Puzzle 


Looking at the puzzle above you will see several errors among the 18 objects 
marked by numbers. Be careful, n ery numbered object is incorrect. As a 
sample of what we mean, object has the phrase “‘Home Sweet Home” 


spelled wrong. Now, all you have to do is find 5 of these errors — and the ~ 
$1.50 Ball Pen and Pencil Set is yours ABSOLUTELY FREE, for you to keep,” 


a 


never to pay for or return. The purpose of this puzzle is to find 
wide-awake, ambitious people who want to make fast, easy extra money in 
their spare time. When we receive your answer we will send you your Free 
$1.50 Gift and free samples of personalized Christmas Cards plus leading 
Christmas greeting cards en approval for your inspection. Put a cross (X) 
through 5 numbered squares on coupon below that identify 5 incoriect objects 
and mail the coupon now. 


Your Opportunity To Make $50 — $150 — 
$250 — $500. No Experience Necessary 


In addition to your Free Gift you will also receive our tested money-making _ 
plan that has helped so many thousands of men, women, boys and girls. For | 
example, you can make $50.00 for selling only 59 boxes of our Deluxe Favorites 
Christmas Cards. Last year some folks who sold less than 50 boxes made only 
$25 to $45, while others made $150— $250 -— $500 and more selling our entire 
line of greeting cards. Many groups, clubs, schools, and other organizations 
did this too. Everybody buys Christmas and All Occasion cards. 


Rush Puzzle Answer — 
Get Your Free $1.50 Gift At Once 
Send the coupon now — while the puzzle is in your hands and get your Free 
Gift WITHOUT COST. Please note: only one entry to a household. We reserve 


the right not to accept puzzle entries mailed 60 days er the date 
on the cover of this publication. 





| ge sme me of MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY On Post Card or in Envelope fp eum om oy 


I puzzle Director: CHEERFUL CARD COMPANY, Dept. 414 # 

; White Plains, New York i 

: we 's ~ f Dye onan, Send me, the Free ieee $16 Ball ae sad Ponsll 5 
yaa Grectinn Casts on approva voor ff mg for 30-day pong = and rely 

{ details of your easy money making plan. 

t — CROSS OUT ONLY 5 NUMBERS OF INCORRECT OBJECTS — 
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Mail Coupon To Puzzle Director: 
CHEERFUL CARD COMPANY, Dept. 414, White Plains, N. Y. 


5 Name £ 
4 Address é 
Fy ~% 
(0 CHECK HERE if writing for an organization and are’ 4 
| + Interested in a proven Fund Raising Plan that has aided 
numerous groups, clubs, schools and other organizations. « J 
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